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Reading with Patrick is the true story of a teacher, a student 

who lost his way and the redemptive power of books.  A 

memoir of race, inequality and the power of literature told 

through the life-changing friendship between an idealistic young 

teacher and her gifted student who was jailed for murder in the 

Mississippi Delta. 

 As a young English teacher keen to make a difference in the 

world, Michelle Kuo took a job at a tough school in the Mississippi 

Delta, sharing books and poetry with a young African-American 

teenager named Patrick and his classmates. For the first time, 

these kids began to engage with ideas and dreams beyond their 

small town, and to gain an insight into themselves that they had 

never had before. Two years later, Michelle left to go to law 

school; but Patrick began to lose his way, killing a man and facing 

a lengthy jail sentence. And that's when Michelle decided that 

her work was not done, and began to visit Patrick once a week, 

and soon every day, to read with him again. 

 Finely written in the very best tradition of American long-form 

narrative, Reading with Patrick by Michelle Kuo is a story of hope, 

redemption and the power of books to transform - and even to 

save - a life.   (320 pages / $30) 



 

With humor, profundity, and a sharp eye, Enrique Vila-Matas 

tells the story of a solitary man, who, roaming the streets amid 

oddities and wonder, takes it upon himself to translate from a 

language he does not understand.     

A puzzling phone call shatters a writer's routine. An enigmatic 

female voice extends a dinner invitation, and it soon becomes 

clear that this is an invitation to take part in the documenta, the 

legendary exhibition of contemporary art held every five years in 

Kassel, Germany. The writer's mission will be to sit down to write 

every morning in a Chinese restaurant on the outskirts of town, 

transforming himself into a living art installation. 

Once in Kassel, the writer is surprised to find himself overcome by 

good cheer as he strolls through the city, spurred on by the 

endless supply of energy at the heart of the exhibition. This is his 

spontaneous, quirky response to art, rising up against pessimism. 

(240 pages /  $19) 

 

 

 



An extraordinary, powerful and beautifully written memoir of a 

daughter's abuse by, and attachment to, her father. 

Throughout her childhood and adolescence, the anonymous author of 

The Incest Diary was raped by her father. Beneath a veneer of normal 

family life, she grew up in and around this all-encompassing secret. Her 

sexual relationship with her father lasted, off and on, into her twenties. 

It formed her world, and it formed her deepest fears and desires. Even 

after she broke away - even as she grew into an independent and 

adventurous young woman - she continued to seek out new versions of 

the violence, submission and secrecy she had struggled to leave behind. 

In this graphic and harrowing memoir, the author revisits her early 

traumas and their aftermath - not from a clinical distance, but from deep 

within - to explore the ways in which her father's abuse shaped her, and 

still does. As a matter of psychic survival, she became both a sexual 

object and a detached observer, a dutiful daughter and the protector of 

a dirty secret. And then, years later, she made herself write it down. 

With lyric concision, in vignettes of almost unbearable intensity, this 

writer tells a story that is shocking but that will ring true to many other 

survivors of abuse. It has never been faced so directly on the page. 

(Hardback / 144 pages / $30) 

 



Barry was born anatomically female, under the name Margaret Ann 

Bulkley. He chose to live as a man in both public and private life at to be 

accepted as a university student and pursue a career as a surgeon, the 

truth only becoming known to the public and to military colleagues after 

death. 

Dr James Barry: Inspector General of Hospitals, army surgeon, 

duellist, reformer, ladykiller, eccentric. He performed the first 

successful Caesarean in the British Empire, outraged the military 

establishment and gave Florence Nightingale a dressing down at 

Scutari. At home he was surrounded by a menagerie of animals, 

including a cat, a goat, a parrot and a terrier. Long ago in Cork, 

Ireland, he had also been a mother. 

This is the amazing tale of Margaret Anne Bulkley, the young 

woman who broke the rules of Georgian society to become one of 

the most respected surgeons of the century. In an extraordinary 

life, she crossed paths with the British Empire's great and good, 

royalty and rebels, soldiers and slaves. 

 A medical pioneer, she rose to a position that no woman before 

her had been allowed to occupy, but for all her successes, her 

long, audacious deception also left her isolated, even costing her 

the chance to be with the man she loved. (496 pages / $21) 

 



A seductive, clever tale of crime, punishment and love among thieves 
set in 1720s London - Jake Arnott does for the 18th century what he 
did for the 1960s in his cult hit THE LONG FIRM. 

Newgate Gaol, 1726. An anonymous writer sets down the words of 

Edgworth Bess as she confides the adventures and misfortunes that led 

her all too soon to the judgement of London: 

Cruelly deceived, Bess is cast out onto the streets of the wicked city - 

and by nightfall her ruin is already certain. What matters now is her 

survival of it. 

In that dangerous underworld known in thieves' cant as Romeville, she 

will learn new tricks and trades. And all begins with her fateful meeting, 

that very first night, with the corrupt thief-taker general Jonathan Wild. 

But it is the infamous gaol-breaker, Jack Sheppard, who will lay 

Romeville at her feet . . .  

Drawing on the true story that mesmerised eighteenth-century society, 

the acclaimed author of The Long Firm delivers a tour de force: a 

riveting, artful tale of crime and rough justice, love and betrayal.  

Rich in the street slang of the era, it vividly conjures up a murky world of 

illicit dens and molly-houses; a world where life was lived on the edge, in 

the shadow of that fatal tree - the gallows.  (352 pages / $23) 

 

 



 

A dazzlingly accomplished debut collection explores the ties that 

bind parents and children, husbands and wives, lovers and friends to 

one another and to the places they call home.  

In "Who Will Greet You at Home," a National Magazine Award finalist 

for The New Yorker, A woman desperate for a child weaves one out of 

hair, with unsettling results. In "Wild," a disastrous night out shifts a 

teenager and her Nigerian cousin onto uneasy common ground. In 

"The Future Looks Good," three generations of women are haunted 

by the ghosts of war, while in "Light," a father struggles to protect and 

empower the daughter he loves. And in the title story, in a world 

ravaged by flood and riven by class, experts have discovered how to 

"fix the equation of a person" - with rippling, unforeseen 

repercussions.  

Evocative, playful, subversive, and incredibly human, What It Means 

When a Man Falls from the Sky heralds the arrival of a prodigious 

talent with a remarkable career ahead of her.  

(Hardcover / 240 pages /  $35) 

 

 



 

 

A brilliant collection of seven original stories by award-winning 

authors, inspired by different concepts of love. 

'Nobody has ever measured, not even poets, how much the 

heart can hold.'  Zelda Fitzgerald 

Love is not a singular concept.  

In this collection, seven award-winning authors explore seven 

concepts of love: from Philautia, self-love, to Agape, love for 

humanity; and from Storge, a natural affection for family, to Mania, a 

frenzied, obsessive love.  

Seven authors; seven short stories; seven flashes of love.   

(176 pages / $19) 

 

 

 

 



 

Profound, lyrical, shocking, wise: the short story is capable of 

almost anything. This collection of 100 of the finest stories ever 

written ranges from the essential to the unexpected, the 

traditional to the surreal. Wide in scope, both beautiful and 

vast, this is the perfect companion for any fiction lover.  

Here are childhood favourites and neglected masters, twenty-first 

century wits and national treasures, Man Booker Prize winners 

and Nobel Laureates.  

Featuring an all-star cast of authors, including Kate Atkinson, 

Julian Barnes, Angela Carter, Anton Chekhov, Richmal Crompton, 

Charles Dickens, Roald Dahl, Penelope Fitzgerald, Gustave 

Flaubert, Rudyard Kipling, Somerset Maugham, Ian McEwan, Alice 

Munro, V.S. Pritchett, Thomas Pynchon, Muriel Spark and Colm 

Toibin, THAT GLIMPSE OF TRUTH is the biggest, most handsome 

collection of short fiction in print today.   

(816 pages /$36) 

 

 

 



In the swollen and crumbling red-light district of Kamathipura, 

at the heart of Bombay, Madhu is given a difficult and 

potentially lucrative task by her housemother - to prepare a 

newly arrived 'parcel' for its opening. The parcel is a ten-year-

old girl from the provinces, sold into the sex trade by her aunt. 

Madhu's home is Hijra House, one of the last bastions in the 

land war slowly consuming the area, as property developers vie 

for land. It is here that 'hijras' - eunuchs, people of the third sex, 

'neither here nor there' - ply their trade. 

Now forty and with her looks and spirit waning, Madhu 

struggles with the task she has been given, confronted by 

memories of her past, of how she was rejected by her family - 

and by how she longs, secretly, to go back to them. Everything is 

dissolving within and around her. Then, as the land war comes 

to a head, and with her housemother coming under pressure by 

the hijra elders to sell their home, Madhu realises she must do 

something to save herself.  

The Parcel is the masterful new novel from acclaimed author 

Anosh Irani, and is a savage and beautifully rendered story 

about community, belonging, and the cheapness of human life.   (304 pages / $28)                 

 



 

It begins with a painting won in a raffle: fifteen sunflowers, hung 

on the wall by a woman who believes that men and boys are 

capable of beautiful things. 

And then there are two boys, Ellis and Michael, 

 Who couldn’t be closer. 

 And the boys become men, 

 And then they meet Annie, 

 And it changes nothing and everything. 

 

Tin Man sees Sarah Winman follow the acclaimed success of When 

God Was A Rabbit and A Year Of Marvellous Ways with a love 

letter to human kindness and friendship, loss and living.  

(208 pages / $30) 

 

 

 



 

Marguerite had been living a comfortable but dull existence in a 

suburban town with her straitlaced lawyer husband. When he dies, 

she realises that life has passed her by. Marcel had been in a loving 

relationship with Nora since they left Algeria sixty years before. 

Now that he has lost her, he has lost his way.  

Marguerite and Marcel live in two very different worlds - one rich, 

one poor. They never should have met. And yet their paths cross at 

a retreat, and a connection forms...But will they manage to 

overcome the disapproval of their friends and families, as well as 

their own misgivings? Or have they left it too late to really follow 

their hearts' desires?  

(288 pages / $30) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

There is nothing like the love of a parent for a child. But what 

happens when that love falters? 

Deprived of his parents' love as a child, Antoine is determined to 

give his son and daughter the perfect childhood he never had. He is 

a dreamer, an optimist, a man who fell in love at first sight and who 

believes that he has found the secret to living a happy life.  

But when tragedy strikes he becomes someone even he does not 

recognise. Taken to his lowest point, he performs an act of 

desperation. But can he find a way back? And what does happiness 

actually mean? 

Provocative, unpredictable, heartbreaking and heartwarming, We 

Only Saw Happiness is a story about families, the choices we make, 

and the people we become.  

(320 pages/ $19) 

 

 

 

 



 

When she bought a run-down barn in rural northern France, 
Janine Marsh decided to up sticks and leave her corporate career 
in London behind for the good life. This is the story of her 
rollercoaster ride. 

• Charming and uplifting tales of how an English woman and her 
husband – archetypal townies – get to grips  with a culture they 
know very little about, deal with mad locals and notorious French 
bureaucracy, and somehow learn the skills to renovate a 
dilapidated building with none of the necessary experience.  

• Janine runs the website The Good Life France, spawning a 
magazine of the same name, which attracts tens of thousands of 
expats and Francophiles from around the world every month.  

(256 pages / $24)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

It's autumn in the little town of Yulethorpe and everyone is gloomy. It's cold, 

drizzly and the skies are perm grey. The high street is full of struggling shops. 

The last stand-out shop - a little toy shop on the high street of the town - has 

just shut its doors. Everything is going wrong for Yulethorpe this autumn. Until 

Clara Kristensen arrives. Clara is on holiday in Yulthorpe but she knows how 

important it is to be part of a community. She realises that the toy shop was the 

one last bright spark in town and rolls up her sleeves and sets to work.  

Reopening the shop, she cleans it all up and starts to bring back magic to the 

town, running events for local children and changing her window displays every 

night to the joy of the small people who are convinced that magic elves are 

doing it. Until the owner of the toyshop's son, Joe, turns up.  

He is Very Busy and Important in Business and hasn't been able to get away 

until now, but he is HORRIFIED at Clara. What does she think she's doing? 

Where is the money? He can't believe that anyone would work this hard just 

for the fun of making magic and bringing life back to a dying high street. Can a 

man who's wedded to the city, his mobile phone learn to appreciate the slower, 

happier, hygge-r things in life - naps, country walks and falling in love.  (336 

pages / $19)    

          

 

 



 

1988. Frank owns a music shop. It is jam-packed with records of every speed, 

size and genre. Classical, jazz, punk – as long as it’s vinyl he sells it. Day after day 

Frank finds his customers the music they need.  

Then into his life walks Ilse Brauchmann. 

Ilse asks Frank to teach her about music. His instinct is to turn and run. And yet 

he is drawn to this strangely still, mysterious woman with her pea-green coat 

and her eyes as black as vinyl. But Ilse is not what she seems. And Frank has old 

wounds that threaten to re-open and a past he will never leave behind ... 

LISTEN WHILE YOU READ! Follow the following links for specially collated The 

Music Shop playlists: 

The Music Shop playlist: bit.ly/TheMusicShopPlaylist  

Father Anthony: bit.ly/FatherAnthonyPlaylist  

Kit: bit.ly/KitsPlaylist  

Maud: bit.ly/MaudsPlaylist  

Hector: bit.ly/HectorsPlaylist 

(336 pages / $28) 

 

 



 

Shortly after her thirteenth birthday, Ritva is sent away to Seili, an island in the 

far north of Finland. A former leper colony, Seili is now home to 'hopeless cases' - 

to women the doctors call mad. But Ritva knows she doesn't belong there. As 

biting winter follows biting winter, she longs to be near to her sister, and 

wonders why her father ever allowed her to be taken to this desolate place.  

Hope arrives in the form of Martta, a headstrong girl who becomes Ritva's only 

friend. Martta is a Sami, from the north. All through her childhood, Ritva's 

mother told her wonderful Sami legends and tales - of Vaja the reindeer, the 

stolen sealskin, of a sacred drum hidden long ago. When Ritva and Martta decide 

to make their escape, this is where they will head.  

So begins an odyssey over frozen sea and land towards a place where healing 

and forgiveness can grow. This is a story about friendship, about seeing the 

world through a different perspective, and the stories and tales that can make 

up a life.   

( 384 pages / $19)  

 

 

 

 

 



A rediscovery of largely unknown early Chekhov stories.  

In the follow-up to his National Translation Award-winning 

collection The Undiscovered Chekhov, translator and scholar 

Peter Constantine brings us more little-known work from the 

legendary author’s early days as a magazine writer, 

pseudonymously turning out pieces for magazines read by 

Russia’s small middle class.  

These stories are fresh, yet mature, snapshots that subtly add 

to our understanding of Chekhov, uproariously tragic and 

darkly comic, and lit from within by a deep fellow feeling for all 

of humanity. As his readers have come to expect, Constantine 

has translated this work with a masterly command of both 

languages’ subtleties, capturing the shadings and intricacies of 

Chekhov’s writing that flash and recede like sunlight on an 

orchard, offering Chekhov’s tough and amused perspectives on 

daily phenomena like love, aging, class, and work. With 

moments that seem to presage the most contemporary 

writing, Chekhov’s Little Apples reveals one of the world’s 

greatest writers as we have rarely seen him, an author both deeply of his time and looking to the century ahead.   

(208 pages / $25) 

 



 

A plague is spreading across 1920s America, racing from 

New Orleans to New York. It's an epidemic of free 

expression, carried by black artists, and its symptoms 

are an uncontrollable urge to dance, sing, laugh and jive. 

The state will stop at nothing to suppress the outbreak, 

but, deep in the heart of Harlem, private eye and 

Vodum priest Papa LaBas has other ideas - and, possibly, 

the key to everything.   

A freewheeling, explosive blend of jazz, ragtime, ancient 

myth, magic and conspiracy thriller, this anarchic 

postmodern classic is a satire for our times.   

'Part vision, part satire, part farce ... a wholly original, 

unholy cross between the craft of fiction and witchcraft' 

The New York Times 

(224 pages / $21) 

 

 



 

 

Translating as `initiation', kumukanda is the name given to 

the rites a young boy from the Luvale tribe must pass 

through before he is considered a man.  

The poems of Kayo Chingonyi's remarkable debut explore 

this passage: between two worlds, ancestral and 

contemporary; between the living and the dead; between 

the gulf of who he is and how he is perceived. 

Underpinned by a love of music, language and literature, 

here is a powerful exploration of race, identity and 

masculinity, celebrating what it means to be British and 

not British, all at once.   

(64 pages /  $20) 

 

 

 



 

Sea, Land, Shadow, the fourth collection by Kazuko Shiraishi, 

comprises work written over sixty-years, from 1951 to 2015. 

Shiraishi, described by Donald Keene as "the outstanding 

poetic voice of her generation of disengagement in Japan," 

sees the world in a grain of rice and finds poetry in a 

mountain-road traffic jam. 

In the haunting title poem, she visits Iwanuma not long after 

the disastrous tsunami hit in 2011 and finds "no houses but 

a place where houses had been." This pamphlet also 

includes a long, lyrical homage to Yukio Mishima, as well as 

playful and profound meditations on a Roman condom, 

lizard god, god of war, and an ear.  

(64 pages / $23) 

 

 

 

 



 

It would have pleased Walt Whitman, that poet of urban motion, to 

envision his words coursing by electrified rail through a diverse, 

global city of 8 million souls.  

Since 1992, with the presentation of an excerpt from Walt 

Whitman's "Crossing Brooklyn Ferry," the Poetry in Motion 

program-co-sponsored by MTA Arts & Design and the Poetry 

Society of America-has brought more than 200 poems, in whole or 

in part, before the eyes of millions of subway and bus riders, 

offering a moment of timelessness in the busy day. 

The poems are by an eclectic mix of writers, from Sappho and Sylvia 

Plath to W. H. Auden, Rita Dove, Seamus Heaney, Nikki Giovanni, 

Patrick Phillips, and Aracelis Girmay. Each of the 100 poems 

gathered here has, in sixteen lines or less, the power to enliven 

the quotidian, provide nourishment for the soul, and enchant 

even the youngest among us.  (192 pages / $28)              

   

 

 

 

 



 

Great Books of China offers concise introductions - each of them 

accompanied by generous quotation (in English) from the book in 

question - to sixty-six works in the canon of Chinese literature.  

The books chosen reflect the chronological and thematic breadth of Chinese 

literary tradition, ranging from such classics as The Book of Songs and the 

Confucian Analects, through popular dramas and novels (The Romance of the 

Western Chamber; The Water Margin), twentieth-century political and 

biographical works (Quotations from Chairman Mao, the autobiography of the last 

emperor) and modern novels that are little known in the West (Memories of 

South Peking, Six Chapters from a Cadre School Life).  

Frances Wood presents a comprehensive, accessible and richly informative primer 

for the uninitiated; a box of delights that opens up an entire literary culture to the 

inquisitive reader.       

Frances Wood is a distinguished Sinologue and historian of China. She was curator 

of Chinese collections at the British Library until 2013.  

(Hardcover / 304 pages / $48)      

 

 

 

 



 

My Miniature Library is a kit to make a complete collection of 

tiny books that you can really read!  

With stories ranging from illustrated fairytales to well-loved nonsense 

rhymes and books of butterflies, birds and flowers, plus blank books for you 

to complete yourself, you'll have everything you need to make a little 

library of beautifully illustrated books.  

The books are simple to make – just cut, fold, and glue. The kit comes with 

a miniature bookshelf to press out and make, and easy-to-follow, fully 

illustrated instructions. Plus the box transforms into a beautiful library 

scene.  

(54 pages / 180 illustrations 

/  $30) 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is a modern, stylish and practical guide to the traditional craft of 

bookbinding, written by the founders of the London Centre for Book 

Arts, a destination workshop space that attracts visitors from all over 

the world.  

Accessible enough for complete beginners, while full of inspiration for 

those with more experience, this is the ultimate guide to making 

beautiful books by hand. Starting with an introduction to the bindery 

and a useful inventory of necessary tools and equipment, you'll also 

learn about different paper types, and special finishes such as cloth 

coverings, headbands and ribbon markers.You'll then find clear step-

by-step instructions for six different hand-made book types, from 

simple pamphlets and concertinas to more elaborate multi-section 

bindings.  

Each project includes ideas for variations, resulting in over 20 different 

possible outcomes. There are also details about more advanced 

techniques and specialist bindings, as well as handy layout and design 

advice. A combination of practical and inspirational photography will 

guide readers clearly through each stage of the process, while 

showcasing the unique results that can be achieved and offering an 

exclusive peek into the workings of the authors' studio.  (Hardback / 

192 pages / $48) 

 



 

 

Andrew Schulman, a fifty seven year old professional guitarist, 

had a close brush with death on the night of July 16, 2009. 

Against the odds he survived: A medical miracle. Once fully 

recovered, Andrew resolved to dedicate his life to bringing 

music to critically ill patients at Mount Sinai-Beth Israel's ICU. 

In this book, you'll learn the astonishing story of the people 

he's met along the way - both patients and doctors - and of 

the people he has inspired in return.  

In his new work as a medical musician, Andrew has met with 

experts in music, neuroscience, and medicine. In this book, he 

shares with readers an overview of the cutting edge science 

and medical theories that illuminate this exciting field. This 

book explores the power of music to heal the body and waken 

the spirit  

(304 pages / $29) 

 

 



 

 

I'd Rather Be Reading is a visual love letter to all 

things bookish.  

It features beautiful art, photography, and 

illustrations depicting the pleasures of books-from 

the likes of Jane Mount, Lisa Congdon, Julia 

Rothman, and Sophie Blackall-interwoven with 

poems, quotations, and aphorisms, as well as essays 

from writer Maura Kelly, bestselling author Gretchen 

Rubin, and award-winning author and independent 

bookstore owner Ann Patchett.  

A cheerful homage to the particular pleasure of 

getting lost in a good book, I'd Rather Be Reading is 

an irresistible impulse-purchase for bookstore 

browsers, and the perfect gift for the bibliophile on 

everyone's list. 

(Hardback / 96 pages / $25) 

 



 

A highly entertaining read for anyone with even a passing 

interest in art and art history. 

This myth-busting book takes you on a great ride through the 

lives of starving (and not so starving) artists, unusual 

exhibitions and painting blunders throughout history. In the 

intriguing, outrageous and often provoking world of the visual 

arts, nothing is quite as it seems. 

From the world’s first instance of photobombing in 1843 to 

the Damien Hirst spot painting that landed on Mars, the 

destruction of Vincent van Gogh’s Sunflowers during World 

War II and the £3,500 sheet of paper crumpled into a ball, 

Everything You Know About Art is Wrong will confound your 

assumptions about the world of art – and perhaps even the 

place of art in the world.  

(Hardcover / 160 pages / $24) 

 

 

 



A deep dive into the history of the illustrated book jacket, tracing its 

development across the twentieth century, reflecting some of the most 

iconic designs of the era 

In the modern era, the “beautiful book,” an art object in its own right, has 

become the key to the ongoing attraction of print publishing as physical 

books continue to distinguish themselves from the screen. 

Author Martin Salisbury traces the evolution of the book jacket from its 

functional origins as a plain dust protector for expensively bound books to 

its elaboration as an artistic device to catch the eye of browsing book 

buyers. The increasing awareness of the jacket’s potential to serve as a 

marketing tool across various areas of the publishing world―from literary 

fiction to academic titles, and children’s books―meant a proliferation of 

illustrative treatments. The book jackets reproduced here reflect the 

changing visual styles and motifs of the passing century, beginning with 

the Art Deco period and continuing through Modernism, the playful 

Thirties, the pre- and postwar Neo-Romantics, the new consumerism and 

realist subject matter of the Fifties, and the Pop Art of the Sixties. 

Featuring talent from the US and UK, Cover Up: The Illustrated Book 

Jacket explores the pictorial dust jacket through a selection of more 

than 300 key works and artists that influenced the course of book jacket 

design. (366 color illustrations / Hardcover /200 pages / $49) 

 

 



 

Shaun Bythell owns The Bookshop, Wigtown - Scotland's largest 

second-hand bookshop. It contains 100,000 books, spread over a 

mile of shelving, with twisting corridors and roaring fires, and all set 

in a beautiful, rural town by the edge of the sea. A book-lover's 

paradise? Well, almost ...  

In these wry and hilarious diaries, Shaun provides an inside look at 

the trials and tribulations of life in the book trade, from struggles 

with eccentric customers to wrangles with his own staff, who include 

the ski-suit-wearing, bin-foraging Nicky.  

He takes us with him on buying trips to old estates and auction 

houses, recommends books (both lost classics and new discoveries), 

introduces us to the thrill of the unexpected find, and evokes the 

rhythms and charms of small-town life, always with a sharp and 

sympathetic eye. 

(Hardcover / 320 pages  / $32) 

 

 

 



 

When we spend so much of our time immersed in books, who's to say 

where reading ends and living begins? The two are impossibly and 

gloriously wedded, as Hill shows in Jacob's Room Is Full of Books.  

Considering everything from Edith Wharton's novels through to Alan 

Bennett's diaries, Virginia Woolf and the writings of twelfth century 

monk Aelred of Rievaulx, Susan Hill charts a year of her life through 

the books she has read, reread or returned to the shelf. From beneath 

a shady tree in a hot French summer, or the warmth of a kitchen 

during an English winter, Hill reflects on what her reading throws up, 

from writing and writers to politics and religion, as well as the joy of 

dandies or the pleasure of watching a line of geese cross a meadow.  

Full of wry observations and warm humour, as well as strong 

opinions freely aired, this is a rare and wonderful insight into the 

rich world of reading from one of the nation's most accomplished 

authors. 

(Hardcover / 256 pages/ $30) 

 

 

 



 

 

'If you're someone who dreams of penning a bestseller, read this 

book' The Week' 

Girl on the Train. Fifty Shades. The Goldfinch. Why do some books 

capture the whole world's attention? In The Bestseller Code, Archer 

and Jockers boldly claim that not only can mega-hits be explained 

and identified - but they've built the algorithm to prove it. Using 

cutting-edge text mining techniques, they have developed a model 

that analyses theme, plot, style and character to explain why some 

books resonate more than others with readers.  

Provocative, entertaining, and ground-breaking, The Bestseller Code 

explores the hidden patterns at work in the biggest hits and, more 

importantly, the real reasons we love to read.  

(256 pages /$21) 

 

 

 

 



 

A targeted and insightful guide to the stages of writing fiction and 

memoir without falling into common traps, while wisely navigating the 

writing life, from an award-winning author and longtime teacher. 

Writing well does not result from following rules and instructions, but from 

a blend of spontaneity, judgment, and a wise attitude toward the work—

neither despairing nor defensive, but clear-eyed, courageous, and 

discerning. Writers must learn to tolerate the early stages, the dreamlike 

and irrational states of mind, and then to move from jottings and ideas to a 

messy first draft, and onward  into the work of revision. Understanding 

these stages is key. 

The Kite and the String urges writers to let playfulness and spontaneity 

breathe life into the work—letting the kite move with the winds of 

feeling—while still holding on to the string that will keep it from flying 

away. Alice Mattison attends also to the difficulties of protecting writing 

time, preserving solitude, finding trusted readers, and setting the right 

goals for publication. The only writing guide that takes up both the stages 

of creative work and developing effective attitudes while progressing 

through them, plus strategies for learning more about the craft, The Kite 

and the String responds to a pressing need for writing guidance at all 

levels. (256 pages / $28) 

 

 



 

A frank, funny, exasperated account of a teacher's first year in a 

modern secondary school.  

I will teach them literature, poetry, culture. I will teach them The Waste Land! I 

will be the Best Teacher Who Has Ever Lived! Or so The Secret Teacher thinks. 

On his first day at an inner-city state school he gets nuked.  

The class he is made to cut his teeth on are an unruly mob stuffed with 

behavioural issues. Somehow, The Secret Teacher needs to enthuse this lot with 

a love of books. Or at least keep them sitting at their desks until the end of the 

lesson. And then he’s got to deal with the Observations, marking, 

standardisations, book checks, OFSTED, Educational Consultants, spreadsheets, 

personal statements, school trips, strikes, class, race, love, death, birth, 

manhood, dry cleaning, the end of literary culture, the end of the Old World, the 

whole shebang. 

In this vivid account of his first few years in the classroom, The Secret Teacher 

grapples with the complicated questions of how to teach, how we learn - and 

how little he actually knows. He celebrates the world’s greatest stories, the 

extraordinary teachers he has worked with, and the kids: bolshy, bright, funny 

and absolutely electric. The result is a book brimful of wit, insight and 

tenderness. (336pages / $28) 

 

 



 

The Haiku Handbook is the first book to give readers everything they need 

to begin appreciating, writing, or teaching haiku.  

In this groundbreaking and now-classic volume, the authors present haiku 

poets writing in English, Spanish, French, German, and five other languages 

on an equal footing with Japanese poets. Not only are the four great 

Japanese masters of the haiku represented (Basho, Buson, Issa, and Shiki) 

but also major Western authors not commonly known to have written 

poetry in this form, including Gary Snyder, Jack Kerouac and Richard Wright. 

With a new foreword by poet, translator, and author Jane Reichhold (Basho: 

The Complete Haiku), this anniversary edition presents a concise history of 

the Japanese haiku, including the dynamic changes throughout the 

twentieth century as this beloved poetry form has been adapted to modern 

and urban settings. Full chapters are offered on form, the seasons in haiku, 

and haiku craft, plus background on the Japanese poetic tradition and the 

effect of translation on our understanding of haiku. Other unique features 

are chapters on teaching and sharing haiku, with lesson plans for both 

elementary and secondary school use; a seasonal word index of poetic 

words; a comprehensive glossary; and a list of enduring classic resources for 

further exploration. By any standard, The Haiku Handbook is the defining 

volume in the genre.  (352 pages / $32) 

 

 



 

WINNER OF THE YA BOOK PRIZE 2016 

 WINNER OF THE CILIP CARNEGIE MEDAL 2016  

WINNER OF THE CBI BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 2016  

WINNER OF THE CLIPPA POETRY AWARD 2016  

Grace and Tippi don't like being stared and sneered at, but 

they're used to it. They're conjoined twins - united in blood and 

bone. What they want is to be looked at in turn, like they truly 

are two people. They want real friends. And what about love? 

But a heart-wrenching decision lies ahead for Tippi and Grace. 

One that could change their lives more than they ever asked 

for... 

This moving and beautifully crafted novel about identity, 

sisterhood and love ultimately asks one question: what does 

it mean to want and have a soulmate? The ONE book you have 

to read this summer! Incredibly moving and extraordinarily 

crafted, it explores the unbreakable bond and love between 

sisters.  (192 pages / $20)        

 



 

 

Shortlisted for the 2017 Laugh Out Loud Awards - the UK's only 

prize for funny children's books.  

Packed full of silly, funny, or downright hilarious poems (with a 

few serious ones mixed in) this brilliant collection from exciting 

young poet, Joshua Seigal is perfect for fans of Michael Rosen 

and anyone else who needs a giggle. If you like poetry, you'll 

like this book. And if you don't like poetry you'll LOVE it! 

With poems on every topic from the power of books to the joys 

of fried chicken, this collection a fabulous mix of Joshua Seigal's 

subversive humour and insight into the world of children. If you 

don't like poetry after reading this, there's probably 

something wrong with you! 

(88 pages / Ideal for Age 8 - 9 / $14) 

                   

 

 



 

How to Write Poems is packed with exciting activities 

to get your pen flowing! Make poems out of leaves, 

carve out a mud poem, go on an outdoors simile 

hunt, and play poetry games in the playground. 

Whether you already write poems, you've never 

written before, or you're not even sure what a poem 

is – this is the book for you. 

Full of useful tips and starting points, How to Write 

Poems will make you chuckle, make you think, and 

inspire you to write your own poetry. Join popular 

poet Joseph Coelho as he explores a mind-boggling 

selection of poetry: from laughable limericks to 

poetic puns, and from ridiculous rhymes to silly 

sibilance. Pick up this book, grab a pen, and get 

going! 

(144 pages / 9781408889497 / $25) 

 

 

 



 

 

Michael Morpurgo, the nation’s favourite storyteller and author 

of War Horse, shares the secrets and inspirations of his novels.  

This insightful collection is the perfect gift for Michael 

Morpurgo fans who want to understand how writing 

works and where stories begin. 

Revealing essays from Michael about more than twenty of his 

most popular novels are combined with key extracts from his 

books along with historical context and illuminating background 

information from Michael’s brother Mark.  

Stunning illustrations from Michael Foreman, photographs and 

facsimiles complete the immersive experience. 

(384 pages / $18) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

When Murph Cooper rocks up to his new school several weeks into the 

beginning of term, he can't help but feel a bit out of his depth.  

And it's not because he's worried about where to sit, and making friends, 

and fitting in, or not knowing where the loos are. It's because his mum 

has enrolled him at a school for superheroes by mistake. And unlike his 

fellow students, who can all control the weather or fly or conjure tiny 

horses from thin air, Murph has no special abilities whatsoever.  

But just because you don't have superpowers, it doesn't mean you can't 

save the day. Let's hope Murph realises that, and quick – because not far 

away is a great big bad guy who is half man and half wasp, and his mind is 

abuzz with evil plans …  

It's time for Kid Normal to become a hero!  

Perfect for fans of David Solomons, David Baddiel and Danny Wallace.  

Featuring brilliant illustrations by Erica Salcedo throughout.   

(400 pages /$15) 

 

 



 

From Muslim and Latino poet Mark Gonzales comes a touching and 

lyrical picture book about a parent who encourages their child to find 

joy and pride in all aspects of their multicultural identity. 

Dear little one, 

…know you are wondrous. 

A child of crescent moons, 

a builder of mosques, 

a descendant of brilliance, 

an ancestor in training. 

Written as a letter from a father to his daughter, Yo Soy Muslim is a 

celebration of social harmony and multicultural identities. The vivid 

and elegant verse, accompanied by magical and vibrant illustrations, 

highlights the diversity of the Muslim community as well as Indigenous 

identity. A literary journey of discovery and wonder, Yo Soy Muslim is 

sure to inspire adults and children alike.  

(Hardcover / age 4- 8 / 32 pages / $32) 

 

 

 



 

Annie Schnitzer tells Elie Wiesel, “Reading your story allowed me to 

connect with my own history,” explaining how reading his memoir 

deepened her understanding of her grandparents’ plight during the 

Holocaust. After reading The House on Mango Street, Julia Mueller writes 

to Sandra Cisneros, “You didn’t tell me how to pull myself back together; 

you just showed me that I could. I was tired of trying to be somebody 

else’s definition of beautiful, and you told me that was okay.”  

Culled from the Letters About Literature contest of the Library 

of Congress Center for the Book, the fifty-two letters in this 

collection — written by students in grades four through twelve 

— reveal how deeply books and poetry affect the lives of 

readers. Offering letters that are as profound as they are personal and 

as moving as they are enlightening, this collection, which also features 

artwork by some of the contest entrants, provides a glimpse into young 

people’s lives and their connections — both expected and unexpected — 

to the written word.  

Books can change lives — and here are more than fifty powerful letters 

from young readers to authors revealing some of the ways that is true.  

(240 pages / 10 years and up / 9780763695781 / $18) 

 

 



 

 

Mary Blair lived her life in color: vivid, wild color.  

From her imaginative childhood to her career as an 

illustrator, designer, and animator for Walt Disney 

Studios, Mary wouldn’t play by the rules. 

At a time when studios wanted to hire men and think 

in black and white, Mary painted twinkling emerald 

skies, peach giraffes with tangerine spots, and 

magenta horses that could fly.  

She painted her world.  

 

(Hardcover/ 48 pages / 9781481461313 / $32) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

People are nature. From the water we drink to the trees 

we climb, we are connected to the natural world in big 

and surprising ways. With simple, poetic text, and 

exquisite artwork, You Are Stardust introduces kids to 

these connections - sparking their imaginations and 

starting conversations.  

Combining the ideas of environmental author and 

educator Elin Kelsey with inventive, three-dimensional 

dioramas by artist Soyeon Kim, this remarkable picture 

book reveals ties that are often sensed, yet seldom 

explained.  

Children will learn that the salt in their body is the same as 

the salt in the ocean, that they learned to speak in the 

same way that baby birds do - by copying their parents, 

and that elephants, bats and whales make friends, just like 

they do. In a world dominated by technology, never have 

these connections between people and nature been more 

worth exploring.  (32 pages / $19) 

 

 



 

 

Poor old dragon. Nobody wants him in their story. 

Not Goldilocks, not Hansel and Gretel – no one. But 

Dragon will not give up! He shall continue on his 

course of finding someone who wants him in their 

story. ANYONE. His boundless enthusiasm surely 

won't get him into any trouble. Surely ... 

A glorious story about dragons, heroes and one very 

big sneeze. From author Lou Carter, a phenomenal 

new talent, and Deborah Allwright, illustrator of the 

bestselling The Night Pirates. 

(Hardback / 32 pages /  $29) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Franklin the dragon loves stories and loves reading stories to 

people too, but everyone is too scared to even talk to him. One 

day, he meets a girl named Luna who, rather than being afraid, is 

fascinated to meet Franklin, having recently read all about dragons 

in one of her books. They instantly become friends and talk 

nonstop about what they've read: books about roller-skating, King 

Arthur, spiders, and how to do kung fu. Together they hatch a plan 

to share their love of books with others by opening a bookshop--a 

flying bookshop, that is--right on Franklin's back  

Franklin, a well-read and peace-loving dragon, and Luna, 

a young girl with an independent spirit and an insatiable 

love of reading, make fantastic role models for young 

children. Franklin's Flying Bookshop brings the magic of classic 

fairy tales into the twenty-first century through exquisite 

illustrations, and will enchant children as well as anyone who loves 

books (32 pages / $26) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A beautifully illustrated story that celebrates the joys of 

artistic creation and the power of imagination 

Martha loves drawing and painting. When she draws a lion 

that steps right out of the picture, the two go on a wild 

adventure. Martha paints a universe and embarks on a 

series of funny and surreal escapades with the lion and so 

begins a relationship full of invention, creativity, and 

exuberance. 

Eventually things get out of control―the lion is too wild 

and too hungry, and he disappears in the middle of their 

best adventure. Martha is inconsolable, but the only way 

out is through―so she takes another piece of paper and 

starts all over again. Beautifully illustrated with powerful 

and effective line drawings and bright Pantone inks, this 

story revels in the joy of artistic creation and unbound 

imagination. 

(Illustrated throughout in 4 Pantones  / Hardcover / 88 

pages/ Pre-school - 4 / $26) 

 



 

 

Moustache + Lobster + Flying Cat = which artist? Can you identify a famous artist from just three visual clues? Test 

your knowledge of art history by puzzling out the answer from Craig & Karl's entertaining illustrations (... the answer 

is of course Dalí!)  

Featuring 60 artists – from Michelangelo to Marina Abramović, Hokusai to Damien Hirst – this after-dinner game is an 

ideal gift for art lovers everywhere. 

(Playing cards / 60 pages /  180 illustrations /  9781786270214 / $25) 


